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The Church's One Foundation 
 

The Church's One Foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord. 
She is his new creation by water and the word. 
From heaven he came and sought her to be his holy bride. 
With his own blood he brought her, and for her life he 
died. 
 

 Halleluia! Christ our Lord is risen and we, His 
church, awake again unto a season of new life. For those 
of you who attended or helped with last month's Presby-
tery meeting, you might have felt this spirit moving 
through our Presbytery already as we gathred in worship 
with folks from churches throughout central and south-
west Michigan and heard the call to “get our hands dirty” 
tending to the seeds Christ has planted.     

 

 What does it mean to be “Easter People”?  What does it mean to witness to the resurrection with our 
actions as well as our words?  How does Christ continue to pour new life into the commandment to “love 
one another? “ 

 In these weeks between Easter and Pentecost, our scripture readings will focus on the coming togeth-
er of the first believers – who they were, how they first encountered the resurrected Christ, and the how the 
spirit led them to discover what it means to be Christ's church. As we hear these stoires, we'll try to connect 
them with the particular expression of Christ's church that we are called to be here in Paw Paw, Michigan. 

 Will you join me in uncovering our purpose through these stories by reading a little deeper?  The fo-
cus scripture passages for the coming week's sermon will be printed in the church bulletin (and posted on 
Facebook), along with some questions to guide your reading.  What will you discern as you hold up the Gos-
pel next to what you see in the world around you? Let me know! I’d like to include your thoughts and per-
spectives in my weekly sermon preparation.  I invite you all to join me in a virtual Bible study by sending me 
your thoughts by e-mail (tkomccaff@gmail.com) or in the comments on the church's Facebook page. Togeth-
er, let's discover how God is calling us to new life as a church through Jesus Christ. 

 

Peace, 

Tiffany 

Participants at the March 17 Presbytery meeting gath-

ered around tables to discuss Liz Theoharris’s book, 

“Always With Us?  What Jesus Really Said About the 

Poor.”  



 2 

 

 

        THE CHURCH ANNIVERSARY  
       CELEBRATION CONTINUES! 

  

 Most of you should have received a post card in the mail  recently spelling out our up-coming plans 
for our Anniversary Celebration. With February's anniversary celebration "kick-off"  and the beginning of our 
"historical speakers" on March 25th,  our plans for our 6-month long  "celebration" are off and running.  Tom 
Shoemaker, our first speaker, gave an informative and inspiring view of the beginning years of First Presby-
terian Church from the years 1843 - 1873.  April's plans include Bill Buhl speaking on April 22nd, covering the 
years 1874 - 1904.  Before and after the church service on that Sunday, we will also have a breakfast in the 
Fellowship Hall,  deliciously prepared by Sally Schallhorn and Deacon Scott Beck.  Donations will be appreciat-
ed to defray the cost and help with our celebration plans.   You may also notice the banner on the front of 
the church informing the community of our 175th anniversary.  Thanks to co-chair Rick Diemer for ordering 
the banner and working so hard, with the assistance of Dick Schallhorn, to get it hung in front! 
 
 Thanks to those of you who have taken the time to share memories and memorabilia from your time 
here at the church.  This year is not just a "committee" effort, but dependent on everyone who attends and 
helps us attain our goals.  Let us not forget to thank God for allowing us to be here after 175 years!!! 
 

Nancy Beck, Deacon and  
Anniversary Committee Co-Chair 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

 

Sunday, April 22nd 

A special breakfast from 

8:30 - 9:30 am & 11:00 am 

in the Fellowship Hall 

Monetary donations appreciated -  

Anniversary Committee 
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FORMATION COMMISSION 
  

 OUR CHILDREN LED THE MARCH on Palm Sun-
day, processing to “Sanna, Sannanina” and waiving 
palms.  Children are always welcome in worship, and 
have a special place at the table when we share the 
Lord’s Supper.   Music time before worship and our 
Church School lessons will continue through June, and 
then we’ll see what fun we have in store for Summer. 

 Speaking of Summer – save the dates of June 
25-29 for a community - sponsored Vacation Bible 
School.  This year’s theme is “Shipwrecked” and will 
be held at Paw Paw Later Elementary.  Pastor Tiffany 
will be leading Bible Stories.  Other volunteers are 
needed.  Talk to Tiffany (tkomccaff@hotmail.com) or 
Pat Connor (patticonnor6@gmail.com) for details. 
 
 Pastor Tiffany will also be serving as Pastor in 
Residence at Camp Greenwood the week of June 17 – 
23.  Camp Greenwood offers a variety of weekly 
camping programs for ages 7 – 18.  Register now at 
www.campgreenwood.com.  The Presbyterian Wom-
en’s Association is offering scholarships to cover up to 
$125 of the cost.  Scholarship applications are availa-
ble in the church office.   
 
 HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP  High Schoolers 
have another opportunity for mission and fun with 
youth from churches throughout the presbytery.  
Travel to Marquette, Michigan in the UP July 16-22 
(and yes, Pastor Tiffany is chaperoning this trip too!)  
Our group will stay at the First Presbyterian Church of 
Marquette, which will provide all meals and dorm-

style lodging.  Activities will include learning about 
local Native American culture, service projects, youth
-led worship and enjoying the great outdoors.  Total 
cost is $450, and Presbyterian Women’s Association 
is also offering scholarships for this trip of up to $150 
per youth.  We hope to raise additional funds 
through a car wash and other events – talk to Pastor 
Tiffany if interested!.  
 
 GRADUATION SUNDAY  On Sunday, June 3, 
graduating seniors will be honored in worship and 
presented with a special gift. Please contact the 
church office to let us know of any graduates who 
will attend, and let us know of college or other post-
graduation plans we can share in our bulletin.  We’ll 
also be announcing that day the recipients of the 
Lumm Scholarship, established to honor a graduating 
senior who will continue to be involved in music, as 
well as several Senior Scholarships that may be 
awarded by the Presbyterian Women’s Association.  
Application forms for these scholarships will be 
mailed out later in April, and will have a strict dead-
line of May 21.  If interested, contact the church 
office to be sure we have your correct address on the 
mailing list.   
 
 ANIMAL RESCUE PROJECT has been resched-
uled. We have had such a great response to this 
event we are offering another opportunity to sign up. 
All of our students are invited to join us for a group 
field trip to the Animal Rescue Project of Kalamazoo. 
Elementary students will be visiting May 6, and mid-
dle and high school youth on May 20.  Contact Meg 
Waddell to sign up (meg_waddell@yahoo.com). 

mailto:tkomccaff@hotmail.com
mailto:patticonnor6@gmail.com
http://www.campgreenwood.com
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RECOMMENDED READING:   
“Five Risks Presbyterians Must Take  

for Peace” by Christian Losso 
 
 During our time in Florida 
we attended Covenant Presby-
terian Church, a PC (USA) con-
gregation in Fort Myers.  Dur-
ing Lent, Rev. Jeffrey DeYoe 
conducted a study of the book, 
"Five Risks Presbyterians Must 
Take for Peace" by Christian 
Losso.  Being Mennonite, we 
were surprised and pleased by 
the position of the PC (USA)   
on peace and peacemaking.  
Broadly, the five risks covered in the book are, 1) 
Commit to the Gospel of Peace, 2) Confessing our 
Complicity, 3) Reclaim Christ the Peacemaker, 4) Prac-
tice New Peace Strategies and 5) Challenge the Em-
pire, Work for Peace.   
 
 As early as World War II, The Presbyterian Church 
took the position that an individual who felt called to 
be a conscientious objector to war was a legitimate 
form of Christian discipleship.  That position was re-
affirmed in 1967.  In 1970 the church declared its op-
position to the war in Southeast Asia.  In 1980 the 
church issued its first major statement on peacemak-
ing.  The General Assemblies in 1988, 1998, 2004, 
2006, 2010, 2014 and 2016 issued additional state-
ments addressing war and peacemaking.  The 2014 
General Assembly voted to divest its assets in Cater-
pillar, Motorola Solutions and Hewlett-Packard for 
profiting from non-peaceful activities in Palestine.  
While not all in PC (USA) approve of this action it is 
the official position of PCUSA.  Pastor DeYoe is the 
Advocacy Chairperson for PC (USA)'s Israel/Palestine 
Mission Network.   
 
 It is difficult to know how we as Christians can 
best be faithful to Christ's calling to be peacemakers 
here at home and elsewhere in our world. 
  

-- Dave & Marlene Suter 

MISSION COMMISSION 

 CROP WALK will be held on Sunday, April 29, 
2018 at 2:00 p.m.  The walk will begin at Paw Paw 
United Methodist Church.  If one can not walk, a do-
nation will be appreciated.  Monies raised go to fight 
hunger everywhere.  Interested?  Please contact 
Scott Beck at 674-9205 or Eleda Zygadlo at 762-0557. 

 The February quarter campaign for Montaña de 
Luz has come to an end, and we are still $130 short of 
having enough funds to support Eric and Lola for an-
other year.  If you would like to donate, please send 
your check to the church office, and designate "M D 
L" in the memo line.  Eric and Lola would love to hear 
from us!  If you have time to write them a short 
letter, card or send some pictures, those can also be 
delivered to the church office and will be forwarded 
to MDL.   
 

 UNICEF recognized and thanked our church for 
our contribution of $101.77 raised last October.  
 

 The Syrian family is looking for a new apartment.  
Imad had an interview for a new job.  His prospects 
are good if he can improve his English skills. 
 

 PC (USA’S) Pentecost Offering Campaign begins 
April 2 through May 20, 2018.  Envelopes will be pro-
vided in the church pews.  All contributions are used 
to help children at risk, youth and young adults.   
 

Eleda Zygadlo, Chair 
 

Michigan weather always makes the CROP WALK interesting!  

Looks like these walkers from an earlier year got lucky! 
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DEACON’S UPDATE  
 
 Spring has finally arrived and we are beginning 
our 175th year anniversary.  Each month you will be 
hearing a short representative detailing our history.  
Many events are being planned throughout the up-
coming months. 
 
 Thanks to everyone who braved the cold and 
built a snowman.  This year’s winner is Hannah 
Moore.  She received a $20 gift certificate to the 
Strand. 
 
 Our final Pot luck dinner will be Thursday, April 
19th at 6:30 p.m until the fall.  Come join the fun and 
fellowship.  Bring a dish to share and your own table 
service. 
 
 Our last Euchre Night will be on Saturday, April 
28th at 7:00 pm.  We are making this a family fun 
event.  So, bring your whole family and friends, a 
snack to share and your favorite card or board game. 

HEALTH KITS 
 

 Each summer, the Presbyterian Church USA’s 
Mobile Health fair comes through Van Buren County 
to serve our migrant population.  The health fair pro-
vides medical care to adults and children.  A health 
kit is given to each participate. 
 

 The Presbyterian Women will be putting these 
kits together this year.  We need your help.  We 
would like you to help us with this project by do-
nating items. 
 

 Each health kit should include:  shampoo, con-
ditioner, tooth brush, tooth paste, a wash cloth and a 
bar of soap.  Bonus items such as hand towel, chap 
stick, and razors.  These items will be collected 
through May and be dropped off in the narthex.   
 

 If you have any questions, contact Marge 
McKee at 375-0518.  Thank you for helping with this 
project. 

SNOWMAN CONTEST 2018 ! 
  

 

 

 

 

 
2018 Snowman Contest Winner is 

 Hannah Moore! 
 

Congratulations, Hannah Moore for being this year’s 
winner of the Snowman Contest.  Hannah won a $20 
gift certificate to the Strand here in Paw Paw.  Many 
thanks to those of you who’ve sent in your entries.  
Although there was not much snow this year, we had 
some excellent photos.  See you again next winter. 

GOT THOUGHTS ON THE LOT? 
  
 The Long Range Planning Committee will soon 
begin holding meetings to develop a plan for the now 
empty lot next to the church.  Now is the time to join 
us at the very beginning of the planning stage.  Please 
let Sue Winter, the Office Manager, at 269-657-3111 
know of your suggestions and she will pass them on 
to the Buildings and Ground Committee. 

Jerry Dundon, Building & Grounds Commission 

Building & Grounds committee supervised the replacement of 
a drain in the church parking lot.  The Brunner House property 
has been leveled and will continue to settle. 
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC  
COMMISSION NEWS 

 
 The Commission rallied the Church’s singers and 
represented our Church well at the March 17th Pres-
bytery meeting the Church hosted by singing “Family 
of Faith” during the Presbytery Communion Service.   
 
 The Commission recommended the purchase of a 
light for the grand piano, and Session approved the 
same at the March 20th Session meeting. 
 
 Linda MacDonald will serve as pulpit supply on 
April 8 and June 10, and a special Commission-led 
worship service is being planned for Memorial Day 
weekend, May 27.  Pastor Tiffany will be preaching at 
the Sturgis Presbyterian Church that weekend as 
their pastor begins a three-month sabattical.   
 

Worship Commission 
Bill Buhl Chair 

PAW PAW COMMUNITY CHORUS  
PLANS SPRING CONCERT 

 
 The Paw Paw Community Chorus, sponsored 
by the Paw Paw High School Choirs, will present their 
18th Annual Spring Concert, on Sunday, May 6, 4 
p.m., at the Paw Paw High School Performing Arts 
Center located at 30609 Red Arrow Highway, Paw 
Paw.  The chorus, under the direction of Theresa 
Vaughn, will be accompanied on piano by Hannah 
Kim. 
 
 The following selections will be presented by 
the chorus are as follows:  “Everything’s Coming Up 
Roses”, “Colors of the Wind”, “They Dared to Dream”, 
“All the Pretty Little Horses”, “May the Road Rise to 
Meet You”, “Thankful”, “Wade in the Water”, 
“Hallelujah”, and “Do I hear a Waltz? (Medley includ-
ing ‘Do I hear a Waltz?’, ‘It’s A Grand Night for Sing-
ing’, ‘Falling in Love with Love’, and ‘A Wonderful 
Guy’.) 
 
 Practice for this concert began on January 8th, 
7-8:15 p.m. at the Paw Paw Presbyterian Church lo-
cated at 120 Pine Street, Paw Paw.  For further infor-
mation, or if you are interested in joining the chorus, 
please call:   Denise Campagna at 269-674-7900, Jan 
Ogden at 269-270-9693, or Theresa Vaughn at 269-
668-4631. 

 

VALENTINE COOKIE THANK YOU 

Dear Presbyterian Church, 

 “Thank you Grammie and all of the members 
from the church, your goody package was very appre-
ciated and unexpected!  You all brought a great big 
smile to my face and made my day immensely better!  
I hope you all have wonderful days. “ 
 

Matthew Schuman, GVSU 
(Grandson of Bonnie Walter) 

A NOTE FROM NELSON 

Dear Session (and all involved): 

 Thank you for providing a very welcoming and 
hospitable hosting of the Presbytery meeting.   You 
were well prepared, lunch was delicious, and the over-
all atmosphere was cordial and inviting.  Your 
thoughtful attention to many facets of such a meeting 
and your profound graciousness was deeply appreci-
ated.  Also, I was happy to see the size of your choir 
and hope you can continue that in the future.  I am 
very proud of all of you and the energy that you 
demonstrated to make the day a special occasion for 
all our Presbytery and visitors. "Well done, good and 
faithful servants!"   

Lenten and Easter Blessings,  

Nelson  

(Rev. Lumm pastored our church from 1971 until  
2000 and plans to participate in our 175th Anniver-
sary worship celebration in September 2018!)  
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   BIRTHDAYS: 
04/02 Joan Crowhurst 04/13 Ginnie Moore  
04/04 Susan Erion 04/13 Luke Pursley  
04/04 Jerry Miller 04/14 Timothy Combs  
04/07 Kristen Welling 04/15 Sally Yarbrough  
04/08 Mary Adams 04/19 Kathleen Weisner  
04/10 Scott Beck 04/21 Betty Wassman  
04/11 Marlene Suter 04/24 Don Weaver  
04/11 Randall Rhodes 04/27 Brooke Taylor  
04/11 Sam Vought 04/30 Clyde Maylath  
04/11 Connor Willard   
 

               ANIVERSARIES: 
04/03 Robert & Crecia Tiffany 04/10 Harold & Freida Duringer 
04/05 Rick & Sally Yarbrough 04/13  John & Carie Faul 
04/05 Fred & C. Sue Martin 04/15  Bert & Jan Ogden 
04/06 Frank & Eilene Summe 04/25  Doug & Coleen Stiles 

Editor’s Note:  The birthdays and anniversaries  are  computer-generated.   If we are missing your special day  or our 
information is incorrect, please notify Sue in the church office at 657-3111 or email: firstpres1@btc-bci.com. 

 APRIL GREETERS: 
04/01  Scott Beck 
04/08  Kevin & Shamra Zabon 
04/15  Sue Miller 
04/22 TBD 
04/29  TBD 

Head usher for April is Jan Ogden.  Any questions, 
please contact Jan at  her  cell: 270-9693 or email  
(jan.ogden1967@comcast.net). 

Thanks Rick Diemer for the won-

derful banner.  There will be a 

breakfast before church on April 

22nd as well as Bill Buhl giving 

some history of the church from 

1894 to 1904.  Watch out for 

more events and history about 

our wonderful church in the up-

coming months. 
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 Bible Study (Gospel of Matthew) every Sunday in the Library at 8:45 a.m.  now thru May 6.   Royal 
and Judith Haefner continue the study of Matthew.   Come and learn God’s Word—Childcare is availa-
ble. 

 Voters Not Politicians will hold a training event for volunteers in the SW Michigan area on Sunday, 
April 8th from 6:00-8:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.  Everyone is welcome to join the meeting. 

 ShareNet meets 2nd/4th Tuesdays at 10:00 am in the Library.  April 10 will continue the book study 
of Jo Myers’ Good to Go, with a discussion on organ and tissue donation.   

 Potluck on April 19 at 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. 
 Men’s Breakfast will meet on Saturday, April 21st at 8:30 am in the Fellowship Hall.  All men are wel-

come—Dads & kids too! 
 175th Celebration Breakfast  on April 22nd at 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
 Deacon’s Euchre/Games Night on April 28th at 7:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.  The more the merrier.  

Don’t forget your cards and/or board games!  This will be the last Euchre/Game Night until fall. 
 Presbyterian Women will meet @ 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, April 25th in the Library. 
 Single Ladies Night Out will meet on Tuesday, April 24th.  We will meet at Lattitude 42 restaurant on 

43, next to Ethan Allen.  We can carpool from the church leaving at 5:00 p.m.  Contact Sharon Desimo-
ne either by email (sharondesimone93@gmail.com) or cell phone (269-330-5913) if you’d like to go for 
reservations.  All single women who attend church is welcome. 

 SAVE THE DATE -- - Plant and Bake Sale will be on Saturday, May 19th from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 

mailto:firstpres1@btc-bci.com

